
Classical, jazz rock & community versions to 
inspire Canberrans to make this song our own 
. . . in many musical styles at lots of events

a chorus of women & friends

I  AM
ETHOS

- an anthem
for the

Canberra Community

centenary year

2013Ethos by Tom Bass (photo Eulea Kiraly)



i am ethos
though i do not speak to you in words

i speak to you in other ways

i am the spirit of this place    
i am the spirit of its people

i am the original spirit
i am the spirit of now

i rise from the earth
and i reach for the sun

i bring together
the old and the new

in me there is no violence
no war

in me there is only peace
and reconciliation

in this place
i am the love and peace

i am the beauty of this place
i am the spirit of canberra

i am ethos in the people

i give you these things
everyday and always

i am 
i am ethos

THE STORY OF THIS SONG
The sculpture of Ethos, Spirit of the Community, stood 
quietly in Canberra’s Civic Square from 1961, when Tom 
Bass finished making her, until October 2005. At that 
time, A Chorus of Women was preparing original music 
for a Festival of Peace in the ACT Legislative Assembly. 
Glenda Cloughley phoned her 89-year-old friend Tom and 
asked whether he thought Ethos might have something 
to say to the city now. “Mmm, we’ll see,” he said. Three 
nights later, Ethos spoke to Tom in a dream. Later, Glenda 
set her words to music that Tom loved. Tom would have 
been happy with the idea of this CD – that it enliven our 
community by inspiring Canberrans to arrange and sing 
this anthem in many different versions. 
TRACK 1 Judith Clingan, Meg Rigby, Johanna McBride, Glenda 
Cloughley (arr. Glenda Cloughley)  TRACK 2 Jenny Sawer 
(vocals and guitar), Nitya Bernard Parker (flute and saxophone), 
Andrew Purdam (percussion) TRACK 3 Citizens’ Chorus: Amelia 
Smiles, Andrew Purdam, Arko Chakrabarty, Deborah Kingsland, 
Felicity Fullagar, Glenda Cloughley, Helen Gibson, Helen 
Pilkington, Janet Salisbury, Johanna McBride, John Smiles, 
Judith Clingan, Kaveri Chakrabarty, Meg Rigby, Merilyn Jenkins, 
Rowan Griggs, Sarah Stitt, Virginia Hicks Guitar: Meg Rigby 
Drum: Andrew Purdam (arr. Glenda Cloughley)

MUSICAL DIRECTION Johanna McBride
RECORDING Kimmo Vennonen and Nitya Bernard Parker 

MASTERING Kimmo Vennonen at kv productions
CONTACTS Johanna McBride 0402 050885 Glenda Cloughley 

6239 6483 email chorusofwomen@incanberra.com.au
 WEBSITE See www.chorusofwomen.org for new versions, 
sheet music and to share your arrangement of I Am Ethos 




